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Today, community leaders across New York State are forging new partnerships in overcoming barriers to improving the quality of life for their residents.  One of these barriers is balancing the financial realities of town government with the need to provide new and/or enhanced recreational opportunities to the general public. Our state and federal governments recognize the difficult balancing act facing our localities, and in response to this need, created specific funding programs to lessen the burden on the residents.

Public, semi-public and private recreational facilities contribute to the general health, welfare and overall quality of life of a community by providing places for people to engage in a variety of leisure time activities.  People are increasingly seeking out opportunities that expand the traditional concepts of either “passive” or “active” parklands as spaces for playgrounds, sports fields and the enjoyment of the natural environment.  Communities are looking to create recreational experiences that provide for appropriate physical exercise opportunities, while allowing for direct access to scenic lakes, rivers and forests. Now, more than ever, the integration of public recreational planning with local cultural and historical resources adds the possibility of providing unique educational experiences to a wide spectrum of the public.

The current trends in the travel and tourism industry reflect an increasing demand for leisure and recreational activities that expand upon the conventional and “peaceful place to rest and relax.” The new “day trip vacationers” are looking to include recreational experiences that provide a sense of adventure along with the opportunity to learn new things about the existing cultural and historical points of local interest.

Local governments are looking to partner with state and federal agencies to facilitate park improvements. New York State fosters the development of public access,  park lands and waterways through various funding programs administered by agencies such as the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), and the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (NYSOPRHP).  Through a variety of grants programs, local projects move from the drawing board to groundbreaking.  Many communities throughout the state have benefited from these programs. 

While the concept of creating inter-governmental partnerships makes for a great press release, how do local governments move forward in forging such a relationship? The answer is communication, forethought and matching project needs with program requirements.  Local leaders should identify the future recreational needs of their residents by utilizing a public participation process to determine and prioritize the various community projects.  By placing these projects into a recreational planning document, local leaders will be able to best match the public recreation needs with the priorities of each funding program and facilitate cooperation with the state or federal government. 

Far too many municipalities overlook the planning process when beginning to prepare grant applications each year. Many communities wait until a Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) is announced before identifying potential projects.  However, historically, those communities that have a well thought out master plan, parks plan, or community vision, tend to have the upper hand in creating the financial partnerships necessary to implement their programs. Funding entities look to partner with those communities that have utilized the planning process to document the needs of their residents. These projects are more inclined to be “shovel ready” or already have the public support necessary to be implemented in a short time span. 

The accompanying projects illustrate how inter-governmental partnerships enhance public recreational opportunities and satisfy the demand for recreational facilities that respond to:

· Changing recreational needs; 

· Increased value on access to pristine natural features and man-made recreational facilities that are sensitive to the environment;

· The realization that “rediscovery of the past” can be an important component in the conceptual planning of public amenities by incorporating rich local historical legacies into interpretive environmental parks and graphic displays at reasonable costs; and

· The potentially significant economic benefit from visitors attracted to a unique recreation “destination.”

Several "water-dependant" recreational projects that reflect the trend towards linkage of public recreational needs with access to natural and man-made waterways, scenic corridors and significant cultural/historic sites are highlighted below:

	Project Name & Location
	
	Project Sponsor (Funding Sources)
	
	Key Program Elements
	
	Comments

	 
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	Cooper's Cave 

Island Access

South Glens 

Falls, NY
	
	· Village of South Glens Falls 

· City of Glens Falls

· NYSDOT
	
	· Pedestrian Bridge Access.

· Photo-Interpretative graphic display that illustrates "The story of the story.”
	
	1.
Cooper's Cave inspired J.F. Cooper's "The Last of the Mohicans" during his 1824 visit to Glens Falls.

2.
Links the site's Historic/ Literary History to the Heritage Trail System.

	Rome Rowing Center 

Rome, NY
	
	· City of Rome

· NYSOPRHP
(Environmental Protection Fund)
	
	· New 4,000 s.f. boathouse on the Erie Canal.

· Pedestrian tunnel access to the Rome train station.

· Floating dock for rowing sculls.

· Public access to canal for fishing.
	
	1.
Creates a 2+/- acre linear park.

2.
Provides public access to the scenic overlook of Rome's Bellamy Harbour.

	Clearwater Sloop Dock

Rensselaer, NY
	
	· City of Rensselaer

· NYSDEC

(Hudson River Estuary Program)

· NYSOPRHP (Legislative Initiative)

· Hudson River Park Foundation
	
	· New floating dock/ mooring on the Hudson River for the educational vessel, the Clearwater Sloop.
	
	1.
Provides a seasonal mooring facility for the Clearwater sailing vessel.

2.
Fosters environmental educational programs.

	Hudson River Boat Launch

E. Greenbush, NY
	
	· Town of East Greenbush

· NYSDEC

(Hudson River Estuary Program)
	
	· New access road.

· New boat launch and public parking area.

· Public access for shoreline fishing.

· Picnic areas.
	
	1.
Creates a 3+ acre public park to enhance river access for boaters.

	Foundry Dock Park

Cold Spring, NY
	
	· Scenic Hudson, Inc.

· Putnam County

· NYS DEC (Hudson River Estuary Program)
· Village of Cold Spring
	
	· Historic restoration of Foundry Dock Park.

· Improved river access for boaters.

· Improved scenic overlooks.
	
	1.
The project is part of the West Point Foundry Cove Preserve featuring historic, pre-industrial iron works.

2.
Provides a "Waterway Trail Head" with access to the Hudson River and environs.


These projects illustrate recent recreational planning efforts that join State initiatives and local municipalities in partnerships, combining funding assistance and regulatory guidance with local community planning actions.   Sensitive site planning combined with creative park program development results in the creation of attractions that have positive impacts upon the quality of life and that contribute to the preservation of a healthy environment.
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